
STORIES  GIVING BACK

Tragedies Inspire Montebello High School Senior’s Career Plans
Ulysses Acero will use a $40,000 Edison Scholars scholarship to study engineering to help create safer
equipment for the workplace.

By Mary Ann Milbourn  April 11, 2016

Ulysses Acero has known since eighth grade that he wanted to be a mechanical engineer. That was when a childhood friend died
going downhill on a bicycle that had no brakes.

Now a senior at Montebello High School, Ulysses redoubled his commitment when he learned that his former swimming coach’s
husband, Jacob Moon, died on the job. Moon was a Southern California Edison troubleman who died while responding to a
customer’s outage during a storm in January. Moon left behind his wife, Eliana, whom Ulysses is still close to, and the couple’s two
young children.

Ulysses wants to do something with his education in mechanical engineering to help prevent those kinds of accidents in the future.

“I would like to make safe parts to reduce the risks at work,” Ulysses said.

His college plans recently got a boost when he learned he was selected for a $40,000 Edison Scholars scholarship. Edison
International, SCE’s parent company, awards the scholarships every year to 30 low-income high school seniors who want to major
in science, technology, engineering or math (STEM).

He said he wanted to attend UCLA, but as one of six children, it was going to be tough �nancially.

“This is so amazing,” said Ulysses, after receiving the oversized $40,000 check on the steps of his high school. “Now I’ll be able to
continue my education, thanks to Edison International.”

The competition was sti� for the scholarships, with 933 students across SCE's service territory applying.
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Edison Energy Group and its subsidiaries are not the same company as Southern California Edison, the utility, and they are not regulated by
the California Public Utilities Commission.
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PATRICIA LYONS
As a newly formed 501 (c)(3) organization and providing scholarships for low socioeconomic students, It is my belief the Edison International
Outreach Scholarship Program is providing excellent opportunities for deserving students. Please continue the wonderful work....
Apr 12,2016, 03:29 PM

ERICK
As a former Montebello Alumni, I am proud to see this story. Good job Ulysses. Go Oilers!
Apr 12,2016, 02:30 PM

To be eligible, applicants had to have a GPA of at least 3.0, demonstrate �nancial need and live in or attend high school in SCE’s
service area. They also must plan to attend a four-year college and major in electrical, environmental, mechanical, civil, computer
or industrial engineering, in computer sciences/information systems or environmental sciences.

“We want to give opportunities to talented students like Ulysses to get their college degree and pursue their dreams,” said Tammy
Tumbling, SCE’s director of Philanthropy and Community Investment. “By supporting students in STEM studies, we are helping
create the 21st century workforce that Edison and the country needs.”

Since 2006, Edison International has awarded $5.3 million in scholarships to 520 students.
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